Voices for Change
Sehgal Foundation established community radio Alfaz-e-Mewat (“Rural Voices of Mewat”) FM
107.8 to provide a media platform for local community voices in Mewat district, Haryana. Since
the most essential participants in grassroots development work are local voices, the station
broadcasts in the local language in an accessible format, so that listeners can learn about, discuss,
and debate important local issues, such as government policies, programs, services, entitlements,
agriculture information, and water conservation initiatives.
By championing the voices of the most isolated and vulnerable populations, community radio
raises citizen awareness and empowers individuals to participate in their
own development.

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

A WOMAN SPEAKS

Villagers, schoolchildren, and local artists take active part in the radio programs.
Dozens of community members in Mewat have completed the station’s sixmonth training course, learning how to operate equipment, produce programs,
and manage the station as technicians, producers, and facilitators. The station’s
community-based management team has equal representation of women.

“I don’t know how to express
what I feel. Like men, I also
have opinions, but they hardly
take the shape of words. I felt
skeptical about the community
women broadcasters’
training conducted by
Sehgal Foundation. But after
attending the sessions, I feel
that I can talk about issues
that matter to me.”

Programming is designed to encourage female engagement, promote gender
equality, and empower women. Of the thousands of calls the station has received
from listeners, nearly 20% have been from women. That number is growing!

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Alfaz-e-Mewat FM 107.8 broadcasts 12 hours a day, seven days a week,
bringing important messages to households in 183 villages in Mewat.
• Calls received by the station demonstrate that listeners are more aware
of entitlements and good practices in water conservation, sanitation,
health, education, and agriculture.
• Villagers are in touch with the needs, aspirations, and views of their
neighbors and nearby communities.
• Listeners can access selected program content toll free by cellphone.
• Awareness campaigns and programs produced at Alfaz-e-Mewat are
shared with other community radio stations.

~Bhagwan Devi, Bhadas
village, Mewat

OUR PARTNERS ENSURE VALUE

For further information, please email partnerships@smsfoundation.org
Join the team. www.smsfoundation.org
S M Sehgal Foundation (Sehgal Foundation) is a public, charitable trust registered in India
since 1999, based in Gurgaon, Haryana.
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Sehgal Foundation has partnered on behalf of Alfaz-e-Mewat with Government
of India ministries of Agriculture and of Panchayati Raj; Directorate of
Advertising and Visual Publicity; Haryana Department of Education, Haryana
District Level Health and Agricultural Departments, Haryana Institute of Rural
Development, and Haryana State Rural Livelihoods Mission; the Sesame
Workshop India Trust; Commonwealth Educational Media Centre for Asia;
Maraa-Media and Arts Collective, Bangalore; Ideosync Media Combine,
Faridabad; Resource Group for Education and Advocacy for Community Health,
Chennai; and community radio stations in five states. Partnerships such as these
make a difference in increasing our reach and strengthening our impact.

