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Together We Empower offers a close look at a unique NGO that 
has been working in partnership with communities in rural India 
since 1999. This third edition continues the evolving journey of 
development work to bridge the rural-urban divide and rekindle 
hope in rural India. S M Sehgal Foundation’s experience working 
alongside communities to strengthen rural livelihoods, improve 
quality of life, and place women at the center of sustainable change 
has remained grounded in lived experience and community 
partnerships. Together We Empower offers insights, lessons, and a 
practical road map for those committed to inclusive 
development and social impact. 

“During the last 25+ years, seeds sown by founders, Suri and Edda 
Sehgal, have borne fruits for millions in rural India in agriculture 
development, water management, women’s empowerment, rural school 
improvements, and knowledge sharing.” ~Ram Gada, cofounder of India 
Oral History Projects with India Assn of MN and Minnesota Historical 
Society 

“S M Sehgal Foundation continues to illuminate the path toward a 
more equitable and compassionate world.” ~Dr. Yogesh Shah MD, MHP 
and Deval Shah, physician and dementia care specialist; advocates for global 
health and education

"Sehgal Foundation exemplifies how a charitable foundation should 
function—achieving sustainable growth that benefits people and the 
planet." ~Anoop and Preeti Mathur, Sehgal Foundation champions, MN

“This book chronicles the power of philanthropy, humanity, relentless 
empathy and empowerment to move forward the dial of hopes, 
aspirations, and lives.” ~Suresh Narayanan, former chairman and 
managing director, Nestle India Ltd.

“This foundation is growing rapidly into one of the most remarkable 
social service NGOs in India.” ~Dr. Arun Maheshwari, chairman and 
CEO of North South Foundation
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