The School That

| Belong To

The Right to Education is the fundamental
right of every human being. [n the words of
Nelson Mandcla: “Without education, your
children can never really meet the
challenges they will face.

So, it is very important to give your
children cducation, and cxplain that they
should play a role for their country.” The
words find deep resonance in a time when
globalization is the key, compcetition is
ficree, carrier paths arc cvolving and job
markets arc dynamic. This could find
rclevance in an urban scenario, but is this
also the casc in rural villages, for cxample
in India?

How many times have we heard storics of
challenges faced by children in availing the
Right to Education? Eithcr becausc of the
difficultics that distances scrve, safety
issues, poor infrastructure, and/or lack of
human resources. In some cascs, students
try and overcome the challenges and arc
also successful in doing so; in some cases,
the only option left is to drop-out.

But the bright side is that where there are
challenges on onc hand, there are solutions
on theother. When people from different
strata of socicty get together to be the
change they want to sce, ‘miracles’ can
happen.

One such initiative, which stands true to the
above, is an endcavour undcrtaken by the
Schgal Foundation: the deputation of two
busscs, by Haryana Roadways, for
approximately 200 girl students, aged
between 14-18 years, from 17 villages to
their respective schools in Nagina and
Pinagwan. What is commcendable about this
initiative is the joint action undertaken by
all stakeholders involved in order to
facilitate the cducation of girls.

Says Sangceta Rani, a student of class 9:
“Earlicr I had to wait many hours for a bus.
I felt I would no longer be able to continuc
my cducation, post class 8; household
chores would be my solc engagement;
however, with this bus connection | am able
to pursuc my studics for as long as I wish
t0.” Adds Hemlata “I hail from a poor
family. I cannot even afford to pay the bus
fees.

With this bus connection, I can think of
studying further.” Geeta, anether student,
claborates on how mischicvous clements
caroute to school had poscd scrious
problems for her. She now feels safc using
the bus. What is heartening about these
feedbacks is the resolve not to give up;

to study, be somcone, to fulfil dreams and
to scrve as an inspiration for many others.

Another initiative is the improvement of
infrastructure in schools — a vital clement
whichcontributes to a safc and hcalthy
schooling cnvironment.

Ajay, aged 15 years old, who studics in
Rajikya Higher Sccondary School, village
Chula, Alwar,Rajasthan says: “The
boundary wall of our school was at such a
low height that external clements would
cnter into the school, distract the students
and spoil the landscape by uprooting the
plants. With help from the foundation, the
wall has been scaled up; it gives a better
fecling —a fecling of sccurity.” Khamosh,
another student of the same school,
describes the difficultics that girl students
faced carlier when there were no toilets, or
no scparatc toilets for girls and boys.
Imagine, spending around 8 hours without
being able to use a securc and clean toilet.
Especially for girls, during their menstrual
cycles, this is a huge challenge. Amenities
which most urban citizens would take for
granted: like a levelled playground, a sturdy
boundary wall, safc and clean toilets,
proper sanitation and such, are somctimes
luxurics for some children.

Khushboo, aged 16 years adds cloquently:
“We spend a lot of time here in the school.
Hence, it is important that we enjoy the
place, its encrgy and the feel it gives us.
How can we study if these factors and basic
amenitics arc not provided? Now with trees
and flowers being planted, our school feels
like a school and we arc proud of it.”

Nandu, aged 17, adds “It is a blessing to
have fans which operate, cspecially in the
hotsummers. The ambicnce has also
improved. [ really like the wall paintings;
they arc not just wall paintings, but
important messages.”

Besides improvement in the “look and feel®
of the school, a sense of pride is sémething
which comes naturally as an added benefit;
this helps enhance self-confidence and also
sclf-csteem.Sarita, who has been teaching
compuler science in the school since many
years adds: “I am proud to say that my
school looks really nice and beautiful.

The students now have a playground where
they can play. There is provision for rain
water harvesting and also clcan drinking
water.”

Mabhipal, District Coordinator, Alwar, has
scen associated with Schgal Foundation
since 2001.

In his long association with thc foundation,
he has worked in diverse ficlds such as food
sccurity, water management, and now is
now involved in the school project. The
many ycars have scen him working in
different villages, with people from
differcnt backgrounds, understanding the
need of the people and working with them
towards finding solutions. He summarizes
his journey aptly when he says:
“Collaborations are vital for any project to
be a success, and this is possible only when
we understand each other’s limitations and
strengths. Besides this, it is important to
understand what the needs are, and where
they lie. You sce the idea of improving a
school is a community effort. Everyone
contributes in whatever way they can. This
is also important as it gives a scnse of
belonging, a common cause to fight for and
an objective to achicve. For students, the
very journey of studying has become
plcasant, scrving as a motivation for them.
We only hope that more and more students
study, choosc good careers and fulfill their
dreams. That is the biggest blessing!
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